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Regulatory FrameworkRegulatory Framework

National Environmental Policy Act

• “NEPA was enacted to ensure that information on the 

environmental impacts of any federally funded action is 

available to public officials and citizens before decisions 

are made and before actions are taken.” 

California Environmental Quality Act

• “CEQA seeks to disclose to the decision makers and the 

public significant environmental effects of proposed 

activities and require agencies to avoid or reduce these 

effects through feasible alternatives or mitigation.”
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• Sections 401 and 404 of the Clean Water Act

• Clean Air Act 

• Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act

• Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act

• Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act

• Sections  9 and 10 Rivers and Harbors Act
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Permits and Agreements

• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Individual 404 Permit 

• Regional Water Quality Control Board 401 Permit

• National Pollution Discharge Elimination System-

NPDES

• CA Dept. of Fish & Game Streambed Alteration 

Permit

• U.S. Coast Guard Permit

• Mitigation Agreements

• NEPA/404 Integration Concurrence
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Regulatory Framework
Continued
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NEPA/404 Integration

The goal:

• Regulatory Agencies participate in the project early

• Decisions made once for each stage of the process and not 

revisited later

The Regulatory Agencies:

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 

• National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 

Fisheries Service

• U. S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE)

• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
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Regulatory Agency Concurrence:

• Project Purpose and Need Statement

• Criteria for Alternative Selection

• Range of Alternatives to be considered

• Selected Alternative

• Mitigation Plans

• Final Designs and  Permits

Agencies agree not to revisit previous concurrences unless 

there are significant changes to the project.
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• Defines the problem. 

• Establishes why the agency is proposing to spend 

taxpayers' money while at the same time potentially 

causing environmental impacts.

• Provides the basis for selecting reasonable and practical 

alternatives for consideration; analyzing those alternatives 

in depth; and is an important factor in selecting the 

preferred alternative.

• Examples: Congestion Relief

Safety

Standardization

Promote Multi-Occupant Vehicles
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ScopingScoping

• Determines extent, focus, content of Environmental Document

• Determines range of issues to be addressed

• Identifies important issues relating to the location of the 

project

• Eliminates from detailed study irrelevant issues 
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• Early agency and public consultation 
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Existing Environmental Conditions
‘The Affected Environment’
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Socioeconomic Environment

• Land Use and Growth Inducement

• Economy, Employment, and Housing

• Cultural Resources

• Farmland

• Section 4(f) Resources

• Visual and Scenic Resources
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Existing Environmental Conditions
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Impacts and MitigationImpacts and Mitigation

• Consequences of Project Activities on the Environment

• Cumulative Impacts of Past, Present, and Reasonably 

Foreseeable Future Project on Resources

• Mitigation For Impacts Due to Project Activities 

– Avoid

– Minimize

– Rectify

– Compensate

• Conceptual Mitigation Plans Require Regulatory Agency 

Approval
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